THE NEW STATE OF THE LIVING: DEEP MEDIA
An international conference
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Ralf Baecker (DE), Mirage, 2014. 
A projection apparatus that makes use of principles from optics 
and artificial neural network research. Photo by Gina Folly.

Dates: 29-30 November, 2018
Venue: The Museum of Contemporary Art PERMM, 
Yuri Gagarin Boulevard, 24, Perm, Russia
Curated by Dmitry Bulatov
Moderators: Dmitry Galkin, Dmitry Bulatov
The purpose of the conference is a discussion of the problematics of “deep media”, a field of research that is being developed today at the juncture of art, philosophy and science. The focus of attention is an encounter with the influences of the physical components of earth, water and the atmosphere (in part, magnetic, electrical and gravitational fields), as well as of the substrate elements of contemporary technologies (metals, salts, crystals, etc.). In this “deep media” creative laboratory, artists invent methods with the help of which phenomenon, that were previously significant only for standardized scientific practices, suddenly reveal themselves to exist in surplus, capable of becoming a source of artistic expression. In this sense, deep media art operates not only as an “optical” device, creating a new type of seeing of a more deep-rooted technological mediation of matter, but also as a new form cultural interaction in itself. This link to the methods of work represents a key moment for artists, which enables them, alongside the utilization of the newest technical-scientific instrumentation – robotics, IT and biomedicine – to engage in their work a not insignificant portion of “non-scientific” elements: intuitions, metaphors and assumptions. In this way, the phenomenon offered for discussion at the conference is not so much “media” in and of itself, as much as a cascade of progressively more complex information that creates a new meeting place for fact and invention, words and representations. As such, it proposes a new idea about making cultural forms, processes and practices visible, and visible in a new way.
Key words: technological arts, art&science, new materialism, deep media, data studies, non-human agents, slow media, postbiology, robotic art, AI and other Intelligences, biomedicine, bio-art, techno-theology.
Keynote speakers:
Dmitry Galkin (Russia) is a Professor at the Department of Philosophy in Tomsk State University and a curator at the Siberian branch of the National Centre for Contemporary Arts (Russia). Dr.Galkin is the author of more than 90 publications on the history and theory of digital culture.

Morten Søndergaard (Denmark) is a curator, art theoretician and Associate Professor of interactive media art at Aalborg University. He is co-founder and AAU-coordinator of Erasmus Master in Media Arts Cultures. As media art curator, he has operated in mixed and public spaces since 1995.
Laura Beloff (Finland / Denmark) is an artist, researcher and art theoretician. She has been actively producing art works and exhibiting worldwide in museums, galleries and art events since the 1990’s. Currently she is an Associate Professor and Head of the PhD school at IT University of Copenhagen. 
Michael Kurtov (Russia) is a philosopher and media theorist. He is the author of the books: Between Boredom and Illusion. An Analysis of Cinematic Experience (2012) and Genesis of the Graphical User Interface. Towards a Theology of Code (2014). In 2016 he became Laureate of the Andrei Bely Prize.

Jens Hauser (Denmark / France) is a curator, media theorist and researcher focusing on the interactions between art and technology. He holds a dual post-doctoral research position at both the Department of Arts and Cultural Studies and at the Medical Museion at the University of Copenhagen.
Artist presentations:

Adam W. Brown (USA), Rebekah Blesing (USA), Egor Kraft (Russia), Cecilia Jonsson (Sweden / Norway), Theresa Schubert (Germany), Quadrature (Germany), Dmitry Morozov aka ::vtol:: (Russia), Saša Spačal and Anil Podgornik (Slovenia), Where Dogs Run: Olga Inozemtseva, Natalia Grekhova, Alexey Korzukhin and Vladislav Bulatov (Russia), Ralf Baecker (Germany), Cod.Act: André and Michel Décosterd (Switzerland).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
CONFERENCE PROGRAM
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Day 1: Thursday, November 29

10:30 – 11:00 Registration 
11:00 – 11:30 Opening address:

Vera Nikolskaya / Nailya Allakhverdieva (The Museum of Contemporary Art PERMM, Russia) 
Dmitry Bulatov (National Centre for Contemporary Art, Baltic branch, Russia)
11:30 – 13:30 Morning session
Chair: Dmitry Bulatov
Theme: The theoretical foundations of “deep media” (programmable matter, neural networks, semi-living entities, etc.) in the worlds of contemporary art and philosophy.
11:30 – 12:15 Keynote Lecture. Dr.Prof. Dmitry Galkin (Tomsk State University, Russia) “Deeper, Denser, Tougher: Toward A Genealogy of Deep Media”
12:15 – 12:35 Artist Presentation. Dr.Prof. Adam W. Brown (Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, USA)

12:35 – 12:50 Coffee Break
12:50 – 13:35 Keynote Lecture. Dr.Prof. Morten Søndergaard (Aalborg University, Denmark) “The Life Lived By: A Study of Deep Media Metaphors – In Art and Other Political Lifeforms”
13:35 – 13:55 Artist Presentation. Sebastian Neitsch (“Quadrature” group, Germany)

13:55 – 14:30 Plenary Round Table / Open Discussion: Dmitry Galkin (Russia), Adam W. Brown (USA), Morten Søndergaard (Denmark), “Quadrature” group (Germany)
14:30 p.m. – 16:00 Lunch Break
16:00 – 18:30 Afternoon session
Chair: Dmitry Galkin
Theme: The transformative potential of the newest technologies (robotics, informational technologies and biomedicine). New forms of cooperation in the field art&science.
16:00 – 16:45 Keynote Lecture. Dr.Prof. Laura Beloff (IT University of Copenhagen, Denmark) “Fluid Matter in Space, Time and Art”

16:45 – 17:05 Artist Presentation. Saša Spačal and Dr. Anil Podgornik (Ljubljana, Slovenia)

17:05 – 17:20 Coffee Break
17:20 – 17:40 Artist Presentation. Dmitry Morozov aka ::vtol:: (Moscow, Russia)

17:40 – 18:00 Artist Presentation. Dr.Prof. Rebekah Blesing (Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, USA)
18:00 – 18:30 Plenary Round Table / Open Discussion: Laura Beloff (Finland / Denmark), Saša Spačal and Anil Podgornik (Slovenia), Dmitry Morozov aka ::vtol:: (Russia), Rebekah Blesing (USA)
Day 2: Friday, November 30

11:30 – 13:30 Morning session
Chair: Dmitry Galkin
Theme: Conceptual patterns and interpretations of new media (social, artistic, communicational, biological). Living topologies and non-human agents in “deep media” art;
11:30 – 12:15 Keynote Lecture. Dr. Jens Hauser (University of Copenhagen, Denmark) “Debunking Naturalness: Wetware Art and Greenness Studies”
12:15 – 12:35 Artist Presentation. Egor Kraft (St. Petersburg, Russia)
12:35 – 12:50 Coffee Break
12:50 – 13:10 Artist Presentation. Dr. Theresa Schubert (Bauhaus-University Weimar, Germany)
13:10 – 13:30 Artist Presentation. André and Michel Décosterd (“Cod.Act” group, Switzerland)

13:30 – 14:15 Plenary Round Table / Open Discussion: Jens Hauser (Denmark / France), Egor Kraft (Russia), Theresa Schubert (Germany), André and Michel Décosterd (Switzerland)
14:30 p.m. – 16:00 Lunch Break
16:00 – 18:30 Afternoon session
Chair: Dmitry Bulatov
Theme: Alternative scenarios in the development of art&science in the arena of “deep media” (techno-theology, psychogeophysics, etc.).

16:00 – 16:45 Keynote Lecture. PhD Michael Kurtov (St. Petersburg, Russia) “Godly Media: Christianity’s “Technicality” and the Fate of Contemporary Art”
16:45 – 17:05 Artist Presentation. Dr.Prof. Ralf Baecker (University of the Arts Bremen, Germany)
17:05 – 17:20 Coffee Break
17:20 – 17:40 Artist Presentation. Cecilia Jonsson (Sweden / Norway)
17:40 – 18:00 Artist Presentation. “Where Dogs Run” group (Yekaterinburg, Russia)
18:00 – 18:30 Plenary Round Table / Open Discussion: Michael Kurtov (Russia), Ralf Baecker (Germany), Cecilia Jonsson (Sweden / Norway), “Where Dogs Run” group (Russia)
